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The genocide in Srebrenica represents the ultimate demonstration of human degradation
and a total and shameful defeat for Europe’s morals and protection of human rights.

I shall never forget the image of the confused Dutch lieutenant colonel Thomas Karremans
and the self assured Ratko Mladic as the two men raised their glasses and toasted in racke
spirits over the submission of thousands of Bosniaks in Potocari to their butchers and a
sure death.

| have to the best of my ability tried to identify with the victims, their extreme fright, the
mental and physical pain inflicted upon them and their final, terrible demise — and the
anguish and horror of their loved-ones. It has been a heartbreaking and painful process,
coupled also with anger towards those who carried out these atrocities, - and equally so
towards those of the international community that allowed it to happen.

The “Mothers of Srebrenica” have challenged the United Nations in Dutch courts, claiming
that UN officials deliberately sacrificed Srebrenica - to allow a carve-up of Bosnia. | agree
with them, | also see the colossal crime of Srebrenica in such a wider context.

After the dissolution of Yugoslavia in 1991 and 1992 a fire started in Europe. It was a fire
fed by fascist and sick ideas that some people have less worth, that people with different
culture and religion cannot co-exist, ideas of ethnic cleansing and genocide. War became a
horrible reality, innocent people suffered and died, millions fled their homes.

The EU, The Council of Europe, OSCE, NATO, United Nations and the United States - all
failed to effectively respond to stop the war and restore the rule of law and integrity of
Bosnia-Herzegovina - a legitimate new member of the United Nations. Their actions and
their lack of action formed the infamous and consistent betrayal of Bosnia Herzegovina.

They failed to identify the nature of the crisis, to make a stand, to assume responsibility
and effectively intervene. They failed to distinguish between bloodbath and politics -
between criminal and victim. It became more convenient to turn away — a policy of ‘see no
evil, hear no evil’ means that he who does not see - does not need to act.



In hindsight the response to the war in Bosnia by the International Community can be seen
as a series of total failures — and has subsequently been acknowledged as such and
regretted by the United Nations itself and apologized for by a number of others involved.

However - were they really failures? Is it possible that the International Community could
be so hopelessly impotent and make so many blatant mistakes — in an honest effort to
uphold human rights, the rule of law and the integrity of a nation state? Or is it possible
that those tragic events were the result of a cruel and cynical calculation for a different
purpose?

From the very outset of 1992 the United Nations was slow to react when war broke out
after Bosnia Herzegovina declared independence and its statehood was recognized. When
they finally did, they went in with a “peace keeping” mandate. The problem was; there was
no peace to keep - there was a war to stop - but the mandate did not properly provide for
such action. Secondly, a weapons embargo was imposed on the region. This had little
consequence for Serbia and Croatia, but did affect the defending side of Bosnia-
Herzegovina. It therefore violated the UN charter to the right of self defence.

The UN was headed by Secretary General Boutros-Ghali, who was entirely disinterested in
the Bosnia crisis. He was represented locally by Yasushi Akashi, who throughout expressed
no desire to save Bosnia. The UN Security Council adopted a number of inconsequential
resolutions. They were not backed by action and had no impact whatsoever on the
aggressors. This was particularly evident in the siege of the capital Sarajevo - the longest
siege of a town in European history.

Leading politicians marketed such untruths as: “Bosniaks, Serbs and Croats have hated
each other always, and always will - there is nothing we can do about it.” They also
said: “It will take us a military force of 250 000 and it will need to stay for 25 years in
order to secure peace in the region.”

When such lies settle in the political environ there is not a chance for effective political
involvement and resolve — and to that end it worked! A resolute military intervention with
a mandate for creating peace stayed absent for too long.

The truth is that after Europe had shown its moral bankruptcy over Bosnia, the US took the
lead. NATO stepped in with 40 000 troops and a new mandate and quickly gained overall
control.

Something that needs to be clearly established is that Bosniaks, Serbs and Croats have
historically existed very well together in Bosnia Herzegovina. Inter-ethnic marriage rates of
almost 40 per cent in Sarajevo before the war is evidence to that!

Co-existence of different peoples is the paramount success factor for any nation state.
Ethnic cleansing - this ugly expression — which we believed had been buried with World
War Two, was reinvented in the minds of Milosevic and Karadzic, and ||| | | |GGz



